Civics Exam Spring 2011
Multiple Choice
Identify the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
____
1.
The Federalists

	a.
	opposed the ratification of the Constitution.

	b.
	opposed a strong central government.

	c.
	supported the division of the United States into 13 separate nations.

	d.
	feared that the Articles of Confederation could not keep the country united.


____
2.
The voters in a community meet together to make decisions and laws in a(n)

	a.
	representative democracy.
	c.
	direct democracy.

	b.
	absolute monarchy.
	d.
	dictatorship.


____
3.
Which of the following freedoms is not permitted under the American form of government?

	a.
	freedom to speak against the political party in power

	b.
	freedom to cut down a tree on your neighbor’s property

	c.
	freedom to refuse to practice a religion

	d.
	freedom to compete with other people for jobs


____
4.
The Constitution went into effect in

	a.
	1776.
	c.
	1789.

	b.
	1781.
	d.
	1850.


____
5.
To ensure that national laws are carried out, the Constitution provides for a(n)

	a.
	Supreme Court.
	c.
	two-house legislature.

	b.
	army and a navy.
	d.
	president and an executive branch.


____
6.
Under the Articles of Confederation,

	a.
	Congress had the power to collect taxes.

	b.
	Congress could not pay the soldiers who fought in the Revolutionary War.

	c.
	Congress controlled trade between the states.

	d.
	Congress granted too much power to the executive branch.


____
7.
What would happen if a proposed amendment were not ratified by three-fourths of the states?

	a.
	It could be ratified by two-thirds of the states.

	b.
	The president could ratify the amendment.

	c.
	Congress could ratify the amendment.

	d.
	The amendment would not be added to the Constitution.


____
8.
If the president vetoes a proposed law,

	a.
	it can never become law.

	b.
	Congress can override the veto with a two-thirds vote of both houses.

	c.
	the proposed law is sent to state conventions for approval.

	d.
	the Supreme Court has the power to pass the law anyway.


____
9.
The only amendment to the Constitution that has been repealed is the

	a.
	Twelfth Amendment.
	c.
	Twenty-fourth Amendment.

	b.
	Tenth Amendment.
	d.
	Eighteenth Amendment.


____
10.
The Constitution does not provide for

	a.
	a Supreme Court.
	c.
	the president's cabinet.

	b.
	a two-house legislature.
	d.
	the amendment process.


____
11.
Which of the following is a reserved power?

	a.
	collecting taxes
	c.
	coining and printing money

	b.
	making marriage laws
	d.
	none of the above


____
12.
The system of checks and balances was created to

	a.
	to ensure that no branch of the federal government becomes too powerful.

	b.
	to ensure that the state governments do not become too powerful.

	c.
	to manage the national treasury.

	d.
	to give more power to the individual citizen.


____
13.
Who stated that "in republican government, the legislative authority necessarily predominates"?

	a.
	Thomas Jefferson
	c.
	James Madison

	b.
	Franklin Roosevelt
	d.
	Grover Cleveland


____
14.
The judicial branch can check the power of the executive branch by

	a.
	ruling that actions taken by the president are unconstitutional.

	b.
	impeaching the president.

	c.
	vetoing bills.

	d.
	refusing to approve appointments.


____
15.
The executive branch was created in

	a.
	Article I of the Constitution.
	c.
	Article III of the Constitution.

	b.
	Article II of the Constitution.
	d.
	Article IV of the Constitution.


____
16.
One of the most important features of the U.S. Constitution is

	a.
	its length.
	c.
	its rigidity.

	b.
	its durability.
	d.
	its age.


____
17.
An amendment must be ratified

	a.
	by 38 of the states.
	c.
	by the president.

	b.
	by all 50 states.
	d.
	by the Supreme Court.


____
18.
The Seventeenth Amendment gave eligible voters the right to elect

	a.
	the president.

	b.
	members of the House of Representatives.

	c.
	U.S. senators.

	d.
	the vice president.


____
19.
The clear-and-present-danger rule dictates

	a.
	that citizens are required to evacuate an area until further notice.

	b.
	that the government can prevent an act of free speech if it is linked to an unlawful act.

	c.
	that the government encourages citizens to speak out against criminal activity.

	d.
	that the country is at war.


____
20.
Which of the following are protected by the First Amendment?

	a.
	electronic media
	c.
	television and radio broadcasts

	b.
	books and other written works
	d.
	all of the above


____
21.
Which of the following is not protected under the First Amendment?

	a.
	freedom of assembly
	c.
	freedom of speech

	b.
	freedom of petition
	d.
	none of the above


____
22.
If accused people cannot afford to hire a lawyer

	a.
	they will be forced to represent themselves in court.

	b.
	they must be careful not to incriminate themselves.

	c.
	one will be provided by the courts.

	d.
	there will be no trial.


____
23.
To ensure freedom and the future of the country, citizens

	a.
	must sign quarterly petitions.

	b.
	should donate money to their political parties.

	c.
	must be educated.

	d.
	agree to pay higher taxes.


____
24.
To ensure that the majority of all senators are experienced,

	a.
	junior senators are elected for eight-year terms.

	b.
	only one-third of the senators are up for reelection every two years.

	c.
	senior senators chair all committees.

	d.
	all senators are guaranteed two terms in office.


____
25.
The senior senator from each state is the

	a.
	senator who gained the most votes.

	b.
	senator who has served the longer period of time.

	c.
	senator from the largest district.

	d.
	oldest senator.


____
26.
The writers of the Constitution established a bicameral legislature in order to

	a.
	provide equal representation in one house for all of the states.

	b.
	streamline the process whereby a bill becomes a law.

	c.
	prevent Congress from imitating the British Parliament.

	d.
	make it more difficult for Congress to declare war in the future.


____
27.
Permanent congressional committees that meet regularly are called

	a.
	joint sessions.
	c.
	special committees.

	b.
	select committees.
	d.
	standing committees.


____
28.
The Senate, unlike the House of Representatives, does not have the power to

	a.
	pass laws regulating trade.
	c.
	try impeached officials.

	b.
	introduce appropriation bills.
	d.
	approve treaties.


____
29.
The president pro tempore

	a.
	is the vice president of the United States.

	b.
	is elected by members of the House.

	c.
	is by custom the longest-serving member of the minority party.

	d.
	is by custom the longest-serving member of the majority party.


____
30.
Each standing committee is divided into

	a.
	joint committees.
	c.
	select committees.

	b.
	subcommittees.
	d.
	investigating committees.


____
31.
Before a bill is approved

	a.
	a committee holds hearings to gather information.

	b.
	committee members may revise the bill.

	c.
	the committee makes a recommendation for or against the bill.

	d.
	all of the above


____
32.
Conference committees are formed

	a.
	to gather opinions of the taxpayers regarding a proposed bill.

	b.
	to debate a bill with the executive branch.

	c.
	to work out compromises when the House and the Senate pass different versions of the same bill.

	d.
	to consider several bills addressing the same topic.


____
33.
Which of the following is NOT a special power of the Senate?

	a.
	All impeachment trials must be held in the Senate.

	b.
	All bills for raising money must begin in the Senate.

	c.
	All treaties with foreign nations must be approved by the Senate.

	d.
	Appointments to the Supreme Court must be approved in the Senate.


____
34.
To be elected president of the United States, a person must be at least

	a.
	25 years old.
	c.
	35 years old.

	b.
	30 years old.
	d.
	40 years old.


____
35.
Who said "A house divided against itself cannot stand"?

	a.
	Abraham Lincoln
	c.
	John F. Kennedy

	b.
	Franklin D. Roosevelt
	d.
	George W. Bush


____
36.
A presidential pardon requires the approval of

	a.
	a majority vote from both the House and the Senate.

	b.
	a majority vote from the House.

	c.
	a majority vote from the Senate.

	d.
	none of the above


____
37.
The highest court in the United States is

	a.
	a court of appeals.
	c.
	the U.S. Claims Court.

	b.
	the Supreme Court.
	d.
	a district court.


____
38.
States have the power to

	a.
	establish marriage laws.

	b.
	coin money.

	c.
	establish post offices.

	d.
	set rules concerning immigration and naturalization.


____
39.
A bill that passes one house and fails to pass in the second house

	a.
	will not become law.

	b.
	returns to its house of origin.

	c.
	returns to committee in the second house.

	d.
	is sent to a compromise committee.


____
40.
Governments compete with each other for

	a.
	control of local roads.
	c.
	the right to set voting requirements.

	b.
	tax money.
	d.
	control of the military.


____
41.
Several children become sick after swimming in a public swimming pool. An investigation would most likely be conducted by the

	a.
	Department of Human Services.
	c.
	State Board of Health.

	b.
	Public Water Commission.
	d.
	Department of Public Safety.


____
42.
Joint conference committees are made up of

	a.
	lobbyists and state senators.

	b.
	members selected from both houses.

	c.
	citizens and lawmakers.

	d.
	the governor and the members of the legislature.


____
43.
The town form of government began in

	a.
	Washington, D.C.
	c.
	the western states.

	b.
	the New England colonies.
	d.
	the southern colonies.


____
44.
Counties serve as court districts and help carry out state laws. They also

	a.
	provide jails for municipal districts.
	c.
	fund private schools.

	b.
	enforce city ordinances.
	d.
	conduct elections.


____
45.
The mayor of a city has equal voting power with the members of the city council. This is an example of a

	a.
	council member at large plan.
	c.
	strong-mayor plan.

	b.
	weak-mayor plan.
	d.
	council-manager plan.


____
46.
State, federal, and local governments cooperate in

	a.
	collecting taxes.
	c.
	attracting industry.

	b.
	providing education.
	d.
	setting voting requirements.


____
47.
Three officials in county government are the

	a.
	sheriff, auditor, and mayor.
	c.
	sheriff, clerk, and treasurer.

	b.
	constable, mayor, and treasurer.
	d.
	auditor, governor, and clerk.


____
48.
A charter is

	a.
	a condensed version of the state constitution.

	b.
	a basic plan that defines the powers, responsibilities, and organization of a local government.

	c.
	a document required by each citizen wishing to build a home outside of city limits.

	d.
	issued by the federal government to local government officials.


____
49.
An ordinance

	a.
	has the force of a law.

	b.
	does not have the force of a law.

	c.
	is a recommendation for citizens living in a particular community.

	d.
	is a law passed by the Supreme Court and directed at local officials.


____
50.
A presidential candidate of the Democratic Party wins 51 percent of the popular vote. Which of the following statements is correct?

	a.
	The candidate must next be confirmed by the Senate and the House of Representatives.

	b.
	The candidate will become president.

	c.
	The candidate will become president only with a majority of electoral college votes.

	d.
	A runoff election must be held to determine the new president.


____
51.
To register to vote, you must

	a.
	show your high school diploma.

	b.
	pay a small processing fee.

	c.
	give your name, address, and date of birth.

	d.
	prove that you can read and write.


____
52.
It is difficult for a person to run for national office

	a.
	without the support of both parties.

	b.
	without the support of a political party.

	c.
	without having made substantial donations to a political party.

	d.
	if he or she has had any disagreements with a political party.


____
53.
In 1912 when Theodore Roosevelt was denied the presidential nomination of the Republican Party, he

	a.
	dropped out of the race.
	c.
	organized the Progressive Party.

	b.
	was elected president anyway.
	d.
	decided to run as a Democrat.


____
54.
Voting for all of the candidates of one political party is called a

	a.
	straight ticket.
	c.
	secret ballot.

	b.
	split ticket.
	d.
	grassroots support.


____
55.
Each state has a total number of electors

	a.
	equal to its total number of senators and representatives.

	b.
	equal to each of the other states.

	c.
	equal to the number of its state legislators.

	d.
	based on its voter turnout in previous elections.


____
56.
A political candidate who describes herself as an "ordinary, hard-working citizen" is using

	a.
	name-calling.
	c.
	the bandwagon approach.

	b.
	card stacking.
	d.
	a plain-folks appeal.


____
57.
Concealed propaganda

	a.
	presents both sides of an issue.

	b.
	tries to influence people without their knowledge.

	c.
	is always used in television advertisements.

	d.
	tries to influence people by revealing sources of information.


____
58.
A state law requiring an 11-month school year is about to be voted on by the state legislature. A citizen who wants to take the most direct action to help the bill become a law should

	a.
	participate in a poll.

	b.
	vote against his or her representative in the next election.

	c.
	join a political action committee.

	d.
	telephone his or her representative.


____
59.
Being a well-informed citizen means

	a.
	thinking critically about information.

	b.
	having a lot of information.

	c.
	believing what you hear in the mass media.

	d.
	voting in every election.


____
60.
The propaganda technique that only shows facts supporting one side of an issue is called

	a.
	card stacking.
	c.
	testimonial.

	b.
	bandwagon.
	d.
	glittering generalities.


____
61.
The local high school is thinking of expanding the school's parking lot. There are 800 students and 60 teachers and staff members. The most accurate measurement of opinion would be obtained by questioning

	a.
	100 students, 3 teachers, and no staff members.

	b.
	a random number of students, teachers, and staff members who drive to school.

	c.
	all of the teachers and staff members who drive to school.

	d.
	a random number of citizens who live near the school.


____
62.
A political candidate has his picture taken as he trips down a stairway. His opponent reproduces this photo and makes it seem as if the candidate were tripping down the steps of the state capitol. This is an example of

	a.
	concealed propaganda.
	c.
	revealed propaganda.

	b.
	representative propaganda.
	d.
	media propaganda.


____
63.
Lawmakers

	a.
	avoid lobbyists.
	c.
	are lobbyists.

	b.
	often appreciate the help of lobbyists.
	d.
	ignore the opinions of lobbyists.


____
64.
Individual income tax is based on a person's

	a.
	real and personal property.
	c.
	total income.

	b.
	willingness to pay.
	d.
	taxable income.


____
65.
A wealthy friend of the family purchases a yacht and a Rolls Royce. The tax that this person will have to pay is called a(n)

	a.
	excise tax.
	c.
	real property tax.

	b.
	estate tax.
	d.
	tariff.


____
66.
If the United States had a balanced budget,

	a.
	each state would receive the same amount of money from the federal government.

	b.
	the amount of money that was spent would equal the amount of money that was collected through taxes and other means.

	c.
	the same amount of money would be spent on all government programs.

	d.
	the amount of money that was brought in would exceed the amount of money that was spent.


____
67.
In 2005 the federal government spent approximately

	a.
	$2.8 billion.
	c.
	$2.4 trillion.

	b.
	$96.7 billion.
	d.
	$23 trillion.


____
68.
High taxes on cigarettes and alcohol are partly intended

	a.
	to pay down the national debt.
	c.
	to discourage their use.

	b.
	to discourage imports.
	d.
	to pay for legal fees.


____
69.
Which of the following is NOT a principle of taxation?

	a.
	ability to pay
	c.
	scheduled payment

	b.
	equal application
	d.
	exemption status


____
70.
State income tax rates

	a.
	are lower than federal rates.
	c.
	are the same as federal rates.

	b.
	are higher than federal rates.
	d.
	are the same as local rates.


____
71.
The chief source of income for most local governments is the

	a.
	income tax.
	c.
	property tax.

	b.
	sales tax.
	d.
	excise tax.


____
72.
A gift tax must be paid by any person who

	a.
	gives a gift worth more than $11,000.

	b.
	receives a gift worth more than $11,000.

	c.
	inherits an estate.

	d.
	is a public official.


____
73.
Unlike modern families, most colonial families in America

	a.
	lived and worked in towns.
	c.
	produced most of what they needed.

	b.
	had only one or two children.
	d.
	did not educate their own children.


____
74.
Today only about 21 percent of Americans live in rural areas because

	a.
	families are smaller.

	b.
	people moved to the cities seeking jobs in factories.

	c.
	there are no cities nearby.

	d.
	most people cannot afford to live on a farm.


____
75.
One-parent families are more likely than two-parent families to be

	a.
	poor.
	c.
	traditional.

	b.
	wealthy.
	d.
	blended.


____
76.
The first item to account for in a family budget is

	a.
	entertainment expenses.
	c.
	vacation expenses.

	b.
	clothing expenses.
	d.
	fixed expenses.


____
77.
Two parents want to teach their children the value of good citizenship. One day the children argue about who can play with the family's new puppy. The most effective way to solve the conflict is to

	a.
	punish the children for arguing.

	b.
	help the children understand each other's point of view.

	c.
	take the children shopping for new clothes.

	d.
	ignore the situation and let the children work it out themselves.


____
78.
The early farm family was

	a.
	the basic work unit in the colonies.

	b.
	uncommon in colonial times.

	c.
	relied on merchants for most of its goods.

	d.
	was small and wealthy.


____
79.
In the 1800s new inventions and improved methods of production led to

	a.
	the rise of factories.
	c.
	a decreased population in the cities.

	b.
	the rise of cattle ranches.
	d.
	fewer opportunities for farm families.


____
80.
On the farm, the family tended to be

	a.
	a weak, struggling unit.

	b.
	a self-sufficient unit.

	c.
	in constant need of community assistance.

	d.
	better educated than an urban family.


____
81.
Which of the following factors contributes to delayed marriage?

	a.
	new marriage laws

	b.
	lack of parental consent

	c.
	the desire of young people to focus on their careers

	d.
	a waiting period for marriage licenses


____
82.
Economic necessity has led many married women

	a.
	to educate their children at home.
	c.
	to make more meals at home.

	b.
	to enter the workplace.
	d.
	to have multiple children.


____
83.
The Family Leave and Medical Act

	a.
	allows only women to take time off work to have a child.

	b.
	only applies to people who are self-employed.

	c.
	allows both parents to take time off work when having a child.

	d.
	can be used to deny an employee a promotion or benefits.


____
84.
Laws that protect the rights and define the responsibilities of people in families are part of

	a.
	the U.S. Constitution.
	c.
	each city's charter.

	b.
	family law.
	d.
	all of the above


____
85.
Some states require that a couple applying for a marriage license

	a.
	get married in a church.

	b.
	wait until they are at least 18 years old.

	c.
	have a medical examination.

	d.
	agree to a no-fault divorce in the future.


____
86.
A school is setting up a computer lab to help students learn to organize and express ideas and to conduct research. The school's goal in setting up the lab is to help students

	a.
	learn to work with others.
	c.
	receive training for their life's work.

	b.
	use their leisure time wisely.
	d.
	use basic learning skills.


____
87.
Comprehensive high schools

	a.
	offer both college preparatory and vocational or technical courses.

	b.
	offer only college preparatory courses.

	c.
	include the seventh through twelfth grades.

	d.
	offer only vocational or technical courses.


____
88.
Extracurricular activities

	a.
	are only for popular students.

	b.
	take up too much time.

	c.
	help give you a well-rounded education.

	d.
	are only for those who are good at sports.


____
89.
A small town wants to build a swimming pool for the town's children, but it does not have enough money. It will probably

	a.
	ask the federal government for money.

	b.
	raise the money through taxes.

	c.
	require citizens to work on the swimming pool.

	d.
	ask the local schools for money.


____
90.
Most towns, cities, and counties have

	a.
	paid volunteer groups.
	c.
	permanent volunteer groups.

	b.
	no volunteer groups.
	d.
	few volunteer groups.


____
91.
Services typically provided by local communities include all of the following except

	a.
	child care.
	c.
	public utilities.

	b.
	recreational facilities.
	d.
	police and fire departments.


____
92.
The small country town

	a.
	can also be called a megalopolis.

	b.
	has a population between 2,500 and 4,000.

	c.
	is a place where farmers can buy supplies.

	d.
	is not large enough to have its own post office.


____
93.
The federal Americans With Disabilities Act requires that all new buildings

	a.
	hire people with disabilities.

	b.
	serve only Americans.

	c.
	be made accessible for persons with physical limitations.

	d.
	conform only to local laws requiring access to public facilities.


____
94.
The smallest community is

	a.
	the rural farm community.
	c.
	a county.

	b.
	a small country town.
	d.
	the family.


____
95.
Volunteers

	a.
	help sick people.
	c.
	help the elderly.

	b.
	collect money for charity.
	d.
	all of the above


____
96.
A judge at a preliminary hearing releases a defendant on the defendant's own recognizance. The judge is assuming that the

	a.
	defendant will continue to meet with a parole officer.

	b.
	defendant will appear in court for the trial.

	c.
	defendant would not be able to raise enough money for bail.

	d.
	arresting officers did not have probable cause.


____
97.
Some suggest urbanization plays a role in crime because

	a.
	there are too many laws to follow in large cities.

	b.
	there are more young people in cities.

	c.
	cities have weaker police forces than rural areas.

	d.
	lawmakers neglect the cities' needs.


____
98.
Before they are hired, police officers undergo

	a.
	extensive background checks.
	c.
	military training.

	b.
	hypnosis.
	d.
	physical therapy.


____
99.
An example of a crime against property is

	a.
	identity theft.
	c.
	homicide.

	b.
	aggravated assault.
	d.
	vandalism.


____
100.
In a criminal trial, the prosecutor

	a.
	is not allowed to participate in the jury selection.

	b.
	represents the government's side of the case.

	c.
	is cross-examined by the defense.

	d.
	must take the witness stand.


Essay

101.
The U.S. government has been described as "a government of laws and not of people." Analyze this statement. Restate it in your own words, state whether or not you agree with it, and explain your position.

102.
What constitutional amendments have extended the voting rights of U.S. citizens?

103.
Identify and discuss the four kinds of law in the United States.

104.
How do interest groups and lobbyists influence government officials and public opinion?

105.
What are some ways in which citizens can directly participate in government?
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B
PTS:
1
ESSAY

101.
ANS:


Answers will vary. Students should realize that the phrase means that no one is above the law, that all Americans are bound by the Constitution and the laws based on it, and that citizens are not subject to arbitrary rules of conduct set by individuals. Most students will agree that the phrase accurately describes the government set up by the Constitution. Students may support the statement by referring to the checks and balances established by the Constitution or by citing historical examples. Ensure that students support their positions with sound reasoning.
PTS:
1

102.
ANS:


Several constitutional amendments have extended voting rights. The Fifteenth Amendment, approved in 1870, prohibited the denial of voting rights to a person because of race or color. The Seventeenth Amendment (1913) took the election of U.S. senators away from state legislatures and placed it in the hands of the voters. Women gained the right to vote with the Nineteenth Amendment, which was ratified in 1920. The Twenty-third Amendment (1961) gave residents of Washington, D.C., the right to vote in national elections. With the ratification of the Twenty-fourth Amendment in 1964, the poll tax was eliminated as a qualification for voting in national elections. Finally, in 1971, the Twenty-sixth Amendment lowered the voting age to 18.
PTS:
1

103.
ANS:


The four kinds of law in the United States are statutory law, common law, administrative law, and constitutional law. Statutory laws are passed by lawmaking bodies, such as Congress, and by state and local governments. Common law is based on commonly understood rules. A judge may make a ruling based on common sense and common practice. In turn, another judge may refer to the first judge's decision (a precedent) when making a ruling. Most common law is eventually written down and made into statutory law. The third kind of law, which is made by agencies of the government, is called administrative law. The fourth kind of law is constitutional law. Constitutional law is based on the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court rulings, and is above all other kinds of law.
PTS:
1

104.
ANS:


Interest groups influence public opinion through advertising in the mass media. They might urge people to contact government officials with regard to a particular issue, or offer money and support for reelection to public officials who vote in accordance with the interest groups' views. Many interest groups hire lobbyists who work at all levels of government. Lobbyists attempt to influence government officials' opinions by arguing in favor of bills their interest groups support and against bills they oppose. Lobbyists for interest groups on both sides of a bill may present their respective cases to Congress. They testify at committee hearings and ask Congress members to sponsor bills. In addition, lobbyists provide information to Congress members and may help write bills.
PTS:
1

105.
ANS:


One important way in which citizens can directly participate in government is by voting in all local, state, and national elections. Citizens can also participate by volunteering their time to political campaigns, speaking out on public issues, helping their communities, and becoming active in their political party. Citizens may call, write, or visit their elected officials to express their opinions. Joining interest groups and encouraging others to do the same is an important way for citizens to directly participate in government. They may also contribute money to fund issues and candidates they want to support. Finally, citizens can work together in community groups, such as block associations or tenants' groups, to solve problems in their neighborhoods or apartment buildings.
PTS:
1

